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SELECTIONS. 



Richard Claridge was born at Farmborough, in 
Warwickshire, in 1649 : his parents were sober and 
religious persons of good reputation, who frequented 
the national worship; and having acquired a good 
education, at a neighbouring grammar school, where 
he surpassed many of his equals, he was entered a 
student at Baliol College, Oxford, 1666, in the seven- 
teenth year of his age. 

Whilst at Oxford, his &rther proficiency in learning 
gained him the esteem of the professors and others. 

In 1670 he was ordained deacon in the Cathedral 
Church of Christ, Oxford, as the letters of ordination 
phrase it, by Walter Blandford, then Bishop of Ox- 
ford. In the month called March, 1672, he was 
ordained priest in King's Chapel, Westminster, by the 
Bishop of Worcester, and in 1673, he was instituted 
to the Rectory of Peopleton, near Worcester, where 
he was very industrious in performing the customary 
exercises of his office. He studied hard for his ser- 
mons; and what he collected, or composed for that 
end, he delivered with a show of fervency and afiection, 
which was very taking with his auditory. He preached 
up repentance and regeneration, and set them forth, 
and recommended them to others in Scripture words 
and phrases, while he himself was a stranger to both. 
He took the words of Christ and his apostles, and 
put them into a method and form of his own devising. 

This satisfied the people, and was pleasing enough 
to them, because they were in the same state with 
himself; liiepriestf Uie people, making some outward 
show of religion, but litUe or nothing of it in reality : 
for both were become vain in their imagination, and 



their foolish heart was darkened ; for while they pro- 
fessed to know God, in their actions they denied him, 
bringing forth works of the flesh, instead of the fruits 
of the Spirit, and contenting themselves with a name, 
without the nature of Christianity. Sin abounded in 
towns and villages, in families and private persons ; 
multitudes of all places, ages, sexes, and orders, were 
infected, more or less, with the contagion; so that 
that confession which they used in their public service 
— We have erred and strayed from thy ways like 
lost sheep. We have follotued too much the devices 
and desires 4)f our own hearts^ ^c, — as it suited ex- 
actly with their state, and was easy to be said over, 
being maiie leady for the mouths ol swearers, drunk! 
ards, adulterers, liars, the proud and covetous, &c., 
so the following absolution, as cheap a thing as the 
c&ttfession, did contribute not a little to the embold- 
ening of them in their sins. For they took encourage- 
ment from thence, either to repeat their old, or run 
into new transgressions; because confession and abso- 
lution were so nigh at hand, and so easily to be had ; 
that is, without leaving off their beloved sins, and 
parting with their darling lusts : for mere verbal con- 
fession was a very easy thing, especially in such a 
general form, as any one could read or say after the 
priest might make it : and that being made, the next 
thing was absolution, the priest pronouncing them 
absolved as penitents, within a few breaths after their 
customary confession. 

And thus, as often as they confessed, they were 
absolved, even without bringing forth the fruits of 
repentance; which are, ceasing to do evil, and learn- 
ing to do well; and every absolution being thought to 
discbarge their former debts, these mistaken people 
boldly contracted more, upon a vain presumption of 
this easy way of payment. 

Thus man was wont, as he conceived, to make 
composition with his Maker, confess his sins in gross 
or general terms, from time to time, but the heart not 
changed, the will and affections unrenewed; no lust 



mortified, nor passion subdued, but tbe man and wo- 
man still the same, sinning and confessing, confessing 
and sinning, without forsaking and amending, as 
many, it is to be feared, do, to their dying hour. 

In this deplorable state and condition R. Claridge 
continued many years, but, through the operation of 
divine grace upon his spirit, he was brought to a 
serious consideration of his ways. Now began sin to 
appear exceeding sinful to him, and his soul was bowed 
under the load and burden of it. In this afflicted 
state, seeking rest and finding none, he took a jour- 
ney to London, in the month called April, 1689, 
hoping to receive consolation from the ministry of 
some preachers there of great account. In London 
R. C. went to hear preachers of different denomi- 
nations, he says, but to no purpose, he found them 
miserable comforters ; yet, afler making this observa- 
tion, he still went to hear other preachers, of whom 
he gives a similar account. 

Upon his return home again to Peopleton, he ap- 
plied himself seriously to the work of repentance, and^ 
through the grace of God strengthening and enabling 
him to co-operate therewith, he began to reform his 
conversation, and to lead a more sober and godly life 
than heretofore. 

And now it pleased God to open the eyes of his 
understanding, and to excite him to an inquiry into 
the doctrine, worship, and ceremonies of "The Church 
of England," and to scan and examine the same by 
Scripture rule. In this search, many things occurred 
to him, disagreeable to the Holy Scriptures, being, 
(to use his own words,) only appointments and contri- 
vances of men, and therefore to be rejected : as, for 
example, forms of prayers, invented by men, such as 
are contained in the book of common-prayer, a book 
taken out of the Romish missal, and retaining its 
essentials, viz. : — anti-gospel maintenance, as tithes, 
offerings, &c., all these things together, he thought, 
strongly pleaded for his renouncing a church so erro- 
neous and superstitious, both in her doctrine, worship, 
and ceremonies. 

a2 






While he was exercised in the connderation of these 
things^ the words of Christ often came into his mind, 
(Matt. XV. 85 9,) ''T];^s people draweth nigh unto me 
with their mouthy and nonoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart is fiar from me ; but in vain they do 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men." And that exhortation of Peter, (Acts ii. 40,) 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation, &c." — 
And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? For ye are the temple of the living God; as 
God hath said, I will dwell in them, and waUk in them; 
and I will be their God* and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty." These texts, often recurring 
to his remembrance, and being applicable to his pre- 
sent case, he esteemed them to be spoken to himself. 
But though he was now fully satisfied from the Holy 
Scriptures, as the Lord was pleased to open them unto 
him by his blessed Spirit: — First, That the ministers 
of the Church of England, so called, are no ministers 
of Christ, either in respect of their call, titles, work, 
or maintenance. Secondly, That the church itself, 
as constituted, hath no authority from the New Tes- 
tament. Thirdly, That her doctrine is, in many 
points, very erroneous. Fourthly, That her Uturgy- 
worship is will-worship. Fifthly, That her ceremo- 
nies, sacraments, ordinations, and titles, are mere 
human institutions. 

Yet he found it no easy thing to give up in obedi- 
ence to his convictions, so as to leave her communion: 
both honour and interest lay at stake. It was hard to 
flesh and blood, to part with a good living and settled 
income, and to depend on Providence for a future 
supply. Nor was it a light thing for him who had 
been a minister of that church, well approved for 
wisdom and judgment, near twenty years, to subject 
himself to reproach and contempt, and to be counted 



a fool by those who formerly held him in honour. — 
These difficulties retarded nim for some time; and 
many doubts and fears arising in his mind, his suppli- 
cation was unto the Lord for strength and deliverance; 
so that, at length, he was enabled, through grace, to 
obey the heavenly call ; and bein^ directed by the 
truth, according to the measure then manifested to him, 
he voluntarily quitted his parochial charge and 
tUhe^evenue. 

He preached his last sermon at Peopleton, on the 
18th of the eighth month, 1691, in the morning, on 
Matt xxii. 37, 38, "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind; this is the first 
and gr^at commandment" And in the afternoon, on 
Matt. XV. 9, " But in vain do they worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the commandments of men.'* 

On the 10th day of the month called December, 
1691, he resigned his said rectory or parsonage of 
Peopleton: the paper of his resignation was in the 
usual form. H^made some scruple at signing the 
said paper of resignation, on accoiuit of the tide of 
^* Reverend Father in Christ,'' therein given to the 
bishop, but subscribed it with a protestation of his not 
approving that expression. 

While he was a minister in tl^ Church of England, 
he wrote and published: First, A Defence of the pre- 
sent Government under King William and Queen 
Mary; in two parts, severally printed, anno 1689. — 
Secondly, A Looking-Glass for Religious Princes; 
printed aimo 1691. 

Richard Claridge had, for a considerable time before 
his resignation, contracted an acquaintance with several 
leading men among the Baptists ; he had divers con- 
ferences with them ; and being already convinced in 
himself, thai infant baptism was no institution of Christ, 
and perceiving them (o bear a testimony against many 
errors and corruptions which he had seen in the na- 
tional church, and judgine them to approach nearer 
to the primitive pattern, he joined hunself to their 
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society; and, soon after he left preaching in the Church 
of England, was baptized according to their method, 
on the ^Ist day of October, 1691. 

At the time of his being so baptized, as soon as he 
was come out of the water, and gone into a house, his 
wet clothes being, yet upon him, a certain person came 
into the room, and pulling off his hat, accosted him 
thus, " You are welcome^ sir^ out of one form into 
another'^ This man's words struck him home, and 
often after returned with weight upon his mind. 

About two months after his resignation, Thomas 
Nansan, a man well known in Worcester, both for his 
exact conformity to the rites and services of the Church 
of England, and his sober and obliging conversation^ 
was pleased to send him a letter of his good opinion 
of him, in these words; namely, — "Mr. Claridge, I 
have not had the good fortune to see you since you 
have deserted the Church of England, and lessened 
your income, which I was not well pleased to hear, 
especially to be done by a man of so great judgment 
and skill, not only in worldly affair^ but to the saving 
of souls also." He concludes with this subscription, 
" Your constant friend and servant, Thomas Nanson." 

This testimonial, as well as several others which he 
received, show, that while he was a preacher in the 
Church of England^ he maintained a good character 
among men. 

He Iiad not been long a member, before he became 
a preacher among the Baptists, and he continued an 
itinerant preacher among the Baptists in the country, 
for several months ; his habitation being at Bredon, he 
sometimes preached there, at other times at Tewks- 
bury, Bromesgrove, Pershore, Westmacot, and other 
neighbouring places. 

In the fifth month, 1692, he received a letter from 
Robert Steed, pastor of a Baptist-meeting, at the 
Bagnio, in Newgate-street, Lpndon, with an invita- 
tion and proposals for his coming up, and settling 
among them. On the 14th of the eighth month fol- 
lowing, he came up to London, and on the ^rd of 



the same, preached his first sermon at the Bagnio, on 
Matt. V. 8, " Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God." On the 13th of the ninth month, 
several brethren from the church at the Bagnio, came 
to him, signifying their unanimous desire, and call to 
him, for assisting them in the work of the ministry ; 
unto which he consented; and on the 19th of the same 
month, he returned home again to Bredon, in order 
to settle his affairs there ; which being done, he came 
again to London, about the middle of the twelfth 
month, 1692, and there remained. He had a testi- 
monial signed by the church at Bromesgrove, recom- 
mending him both as a brother and a preacher duly 
authorized by them. 

He was a very constant and sedulous preacher, and 
had more than an ordinary sense of the great weight 
of the ministerial ofHce. In 1694, he took a house 
in George's-court, Clerkenwell, where he kept a 
grammar-school for several years. 

He continued preacher to the Baptist congregation, 
at the Bagnio aforesaid, upwards of two years ; and 
then desiring to be dismissed, the said meeting gave 
him an ample recommendation, signed by Robert 
Steed, their elder, and .eleven brethren, members of 
the said meeting, in the name and by the consent of 
the same, dated the 31st of the first month, 1695. 

Afler this, he preached frequently in one or other of 
the Baptist's meetings, in or about the city; refusing to 
be any more limited to a particular assembly, though 
requested thereunto. His answer was. That he thanked 
God, in the first place, that had given him a room 
in their, hearts and prayers ; and, secondly, them for 
their call. But the work being exceeding weighty, 
and he very unfit for it, he desired the thing might be 
lefl to the Lord, to see what he would do in it ; but 
that he found in himself, at present, no inclination to 
it. He desired they would not construe this as a slight 
compliment, or answer of course, but to take it, as it 
was, for the real sense of his soul in the case. On 
the 23rd of the sixth month, the same messengers 
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came again^ and in the name of the said churchy gave 
him a second call to eldership ; but his answer was. 
That he had sought the Lord in the case, and seriously 
examined himself^ but could neither find inclination in 
his heart to accept it, nor fitness in himself for so great 
a work; that it was the desire of his soul to serve 
Christ and his people, but he did not see his way 
clear, to do it in the station they desired him. They 
had some discourse about elders, and their call ; about 
ministers' maintenance, and note-preaching; he told 
them his opinion, that a church's call was not suffi- 
cient, and that bargain, and contract, and note-preach- 
ing, were contrary to the Holy Scriptures. 

On the 15th of October following, came two of the 
members of that church, as private brethren, earnestly 
entreating him to accept the church's call ; and if not 
so, by all means to take his communion with them. — 
His answer was, He could not ; and that the Lord had 
shown unto him, that the very foundations of the Bap- 
tist churches were out of course, and that there was a 
higher dispensation than what they were under. Their 
dispensation was that of John, a lower dispensation, 
which was to vanish; but the dispensation of the 
Spirit, which is to continue, was higher. Here God 
teaches his people himself. 

Richard Claridge, notwithstanding, preached among 
the Baptists some months longer, when he declined 
preaching among them ; and began by degrees to 
withdraw from their communion. For though, as his 
own MSS. express it, he found them to have a seri- 
ous remnant among them, sounder in doctrine, holier 
in life, and to have less of human invention in their 
worship, than those of the National way; yet were they 
far short of that purity in faith, worship, and discip- 
line, for which the primitive Christians were so famous 
in the age of the apostles : and therefore, his soul 
being desirous to find out and walk with a people 
whose ministry, church, doctrine, worship, and dis- 
cipline, were in all things according to the apostolical 
pattern ; the Lord, who raised this desire in him, waa 
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graciously pleased, by his divine light, to shine more 
and more into his soul, and by gradual manifestations 
and discoveries, in his waiting humbly upon him, and 
sincere breathings unto him, to lead him to his holy 
hill, and heavenly tabernacle, — to Christ Jesus, in his 
inward spiritual appearance, by the light, grace, and 
Holy Spirit in the heart; where he found him whom 
his soul desired, the living rock, the sure foundation, 
the chief corner-stone in the spiritual building. And 
now, his eyes being opened, and his mind turned from 
darkness to the true light, he saw the insufficiency of 
all those foundations, gatherings, faiths, and worships, 
which men have invented in their carnal wisdom, and 
by which they have distinguished themselves one from 
another; and, upon a serious inquiry into the principles 
and practices of the people in scorn called Quakers, 
he found them to be a people called, gathered, and 
constituted in church society, according to the Holy 
Scriptures, to which he had a special regard in this 
great concern of his soul ; as he also found them to 
have ; though the contrary was said of them by their 
adversaries. 

Upon this, he began to frequent the meetings of this 
people; where he met with the desired satisfaction 
which his soul had long sought after. Their ministry 
he found to be lively and edifying, and their meetings 
a^ttended with the gracious presence of God, minister- 
ing abundant consolation and refreshment to weary 
and waiting souls ; of which divine enjoyments, as he 
received a taste and relish, those meetings were more 
and more desirable to him, and he quickly became a 
constant attender of them. 

Being now no longer exercised in external forms 
and shadowy administrations, he set himself to seek 
the true living Substance, waiting in silence and hu- 
mility, to hear the voice of Christ, in the secret of his 
own soul. The dealings of the Lord with him, at this 
time, are best expressed in his own words : — 

*'I was high in notion, and full of imaginations 
and reasonings, and abounded in words ; but as I 
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came to cease from my own reasonings and imagina- 
tions^ and to be still before the Lord, so I came to 
bear bis voice, and to give up in obedience to his 
Word. The Lord brought me to lay aside all creeds, 
articles, and confessions of faith, drawn up in the 
fallen wisdom of man : all notions I had learnt &om 
the study of the letter of the Scripture ; yea, I became 
as one dead to chapter and verse, even as a fool, that 
I mi^ht be made wise : for the Lord stript me of all 
my old jewels and ornaments, wherein I was wont to 
deck myself, and enabled me to part with those large 
possessions, wherein I took delight and pleasure. — 
Now, as I came to be stript and emptied of my own 
enjoyments, and to have an hunger and thirst afberthe 
true riches, the wisdom and righteousness of God, so 
the Lord had a regard to the desires he had raised in 
my soul, and began to open bis bountifol hand, and 
to fill the hungry with his good things, and to teach 
me his judgments ; and so I came to receive the law 
at his mouth, and to mind his inspirations, which alone 
give understanding; and as he opened mine under- 
standing, so I came to understand the Scriptures, and 
the glorious things recorded therein." 

In this state of humble silence, and patient waiting 
upon God, he remained a consideraUe time, passing 
through the dispensation of condemnatioDy and min- 
istration of judgment, until he came to witness the 
ministration of life and peace, and to walk in the light 
wherein the true Christian fellowship stands. Being 
now humbled, and judged for his former preaching in 
his own will, wisdom, and time, he dared not again 
to open his mouth in a public assembly, until he felt 
the immediate operation of the Holy Spirit, and found 
himself acted thereby to pray or preach. This was at 
a meeting at Sarah Sawyer's, in Aldersgate^street, 
London, on the 24th of the eighth month, 1697; 
being the first time he declared among the people 
called Quakers, and above nineteen calendar months 
after he had desisted from pre^hing among the Bap- 
tists. His testimony tended to recommend a broken 
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and a contrite spirit, to the debasing of self, and mag- 
nifying the grace of Gpd, that had turned him from 
darknesf unto light, and enabled him to testify of his 
goodness from a living experience. 

R. C. continued to reside in and near London through 
the remainder of his long life ; and was very service- 
able, not only as a minister, but by his valuable writ- 
ings ; — his experience and learning being dedicated to 
the cause of truth. 

During the time of his sickness, he expressed to 
several friends that visited him, his peace and satis- 
faction of soul, and a humble resignation to the will 
of God. 

He departed this life on the 28th day of the second 
* month, 1723, being in the 74th year of his age ; and 
was buried on the 3rd day of the third month following, 
in the burying-ground of the people called Quakers, 
near Bunhill-fields, London; his corpse being attended 
from the Peel meeting-house thither, by a numerous 
company of his friends and^icquaintances. 

We shall conclude these short memoirs, with the 
character given him, by the Peel Monthly Meeting, in 
their testimony concerning him, a few weeks after his 
decease; in which, after they have given a general 
account of his birth, education, convincement of the 
truth, as professed by the people called Quakers, and 
his coming forth in the ministry amongst them, they 
proceed thus: — 

" His testimony was sound and edifying, pressing 
all to purity and holiness of life ; that, giving up in 
faithful obedience to the light of Christ, inwardly 
manifested, they might come to witness the free remis- 
sion of all their transgressions, through sanctification 
of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ, the one Mediator and Advocate 
with the Father, and the propitiation for the sins of 
the world. 

" Great was his care and concern for the church, 
that it might be kept clean from the spots and pollu- 
tions of the world : he was a reprover of vice and 
immorality without respect of persons. 
" His Christian gravity, and judicious solidity 
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tempered with a natural affability^ and sweetness o€ 
disposition, rendered his conversation among his inti- 
mate friends and acquaintance, very profitlible and 
delightful. 

" His piety towards God, his love to his neighbour, 
the truth and justice of his words and actions, made 
him as a light in the world; and gave forth a testimony 
to the truth, in the hearts of those who came not to 
hear his preaching thereof. 

" In his own private family he was a living example 
of virtue ; an affectionate husband, a loving father, a 
kind and gentle master, and frequent and fervent in 
supplication to the Lord for the preservation of himself 
and his household, in the way of truth and righteousness. 

" His charity to the poor was very extensive, not* 
only to Friends, but others; he being a practical ob- 
server of the pure and undefiled religion, recommended 
by the Apostle (James i, 27,) " To visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world?" 

" The loss of this our worthy elder, and of his 
eminent services in the church, doth sensibly affect 
us ; but, we trust, the great Lord of the harvest will 
supply the place of those faithful labourers, whom he 
is pleased to remove, by raising up and inspiring 
others for the carrying on his work and service." 



REASONS FOR NOT PAYING 

STEEPLE-HOUSE AND WARDENS' RATES. 

ADDRESSED TO ONE OF THE PARISH OFFICERS 
OF BARKING, IN ESSEX. 



1 . — Because these rates are for repairing and main- 
taining a place, which is pretended by the bishop's 
consecration, to be made holy ; and that the presence 
of God is so in that place, as it is not in any other, 
which is unconsecrated; whereas, the holiness of places 
is equally the same under the gospel, and one place 
is not holier than another. We cannot, therefore, pay 
those rates, because we shall then contribute to the 
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supporting of superstition ; which is to be avoided in 
this gospel-day, in that it would be a restoring of 
Judaism, which God hath abolished. 

2. — Because these rates are for the repairing and 
maintaining a place for ministers, not called nor sent 
of God; but who act by the authority of a mere human 
call, ordination, and mission. — They are called, or- 
* dained, and sent by a lard bishop, whose title, office, 
and authority, are merely of man, there being no such 
person to be found in the Holy Scriptures. 

8. — Because the said rates are for the repairing and 
maintaining a place where false doctrine is taught, and 
false worship performed. 

False doctrine is taught; namely, — That the church 
hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, and author- 
ity in controversies of faith. (Article 20.) 

That the sacraments are not only badges or tokens 
of Christian men's profession ; but rather certain sure 
witnesses, and effectual signs of grace, and God's 
good will towards us. (Article S5.) 

That evil ministers do minister by Christ's commis- 
sion and authority, (Article 26.) If so, then drunk- 
ards, swearers, liars, adulterers, gamesters, the proud, 
covetous, enviods, &c., are ministers of Christ ; for 
such there have been in the Church of England. 

That water-baptism is a sign of regeneration or new 
birth ; that the promises of forgiveness of sin, and of 
adoption to be the sons of God, by the Holy Ghost, 
are visibly signed and sealed therein. And that the 
baptism of young children is in any wise to be retained 
in the church, as most agreeable with the institution 
of Christ. (Article 27.) If this be true, then all that 
are baptized with water, are regenerated, have their 
sins forgiven, and are the sons of God by adoption ; 
but the contrary is manifest, by the wicked lives and 
conversations of multitudes baptized with water. And 
for the baptism of infants, it ought not to be retained 
in the church, there being neither precept nor example 
for it in Scripture. 

That bread^and wine, consecrated by the priest, and 
taken and received by the communicants, is the supper 
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unbaptizedy are excointDunicatedy or lay violent hands 
upon themselves; whereby the vilest persons in the 
vjrorld are made the heirs and inheritors of the king- 
dom of heaven. 

7. — Because the said rates are for repairing and 
maintaining a place where the whole parish are at a 
lump esteemed for church-members^ though many of 
them know nothing of conversion and regeneration, 
but live in known sins and rebellion against God and 
Christ. 

8. — Because the said rates are for the repairing and 
maintaining a place where gross ignorance and super- 
stition are held up ; and sin in priests and people is 
pleaded for during life. 

9. — Because the said rates are for buying the priest's 
surplice, for washing and mending it, for bells and 
bell-ropes, for paying for books, as the Common-prayer 
Book, books of articles of religion, of canons and 
constitutions, of inquiry relating to visitations, homily 
books, and the like; and for wardens' fees when they 
come into and go out of their offices^ for the priests* 
dinner, and their own at visitations, and fees to regis- 
ters, apparitors, and the like, to which we cannot 
pay ; because they are unscriptural impositions upon 
us, we not reading in the Scriptures, that any such 
things were practised by the Apostles, or required to 
be done in after ages. 

10. — Because the said rates are anti-Christian; at 
first introduced here in the dark times of popery, and 
still continued upon that foot ; and therefore, — 

11. — The said rates springing from the same root 
with tithes here, which formerly belonged to the Le- 
vitical priesthood, which is abolished ; Christ being a 
priest after the order of Melchisedec, and not after 
the order of Aaron, (Heb. vii. 11.) Now, "the priest- 
hood being changed, there is made of necessity a cnange 
also of the law; for he of whom these things are spo- 
ken, pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man 
gave attendance at the altar : for it is evident, that our 
Lord sprang out of Judah, of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood;** (Heb. vii. 1^, 13, 14,) 
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and, consequently^ nothing of tithes, for they apper- 
tained to the Levitical priesthood. And, therefore, 
since that priesthood, and tithes thereunto belonging, 
are abolished by the coming of Christ, who is made 
''not after the law of a carnal commandment; but after 
the power of an endless life, a priest for ever, after 
the order of Melchisedec/* There is an end also put 
to all those rates and payments, which are imposed for 
the aiding, and assisting, or any way contributing to 
the support of that priesthood, with the worship and 
service thereof, which claims tithe-maintenance under 
the Gospel. 

These are some of those many reasons which have 
induced me to deny paying steeple-house and wardens' 
rates; and after thou hast well weighed and considered 
them, laying aside a}l prejudice or prepossession of 
judgment, I hope thou wilt forbear judging me, as 
thou hast done, to be a contentious person, for refus- 
ing to pay the said rates, and place it, where in truth 
and rignteousness thou oughtcst to do ; namely, upon 
a principle of conscience, truly guided by the Spirit 
of Christ within, and according to the Scriptures 
without # 

Thou knowest how quietly and peaceably I have 
lived in the parish, since I came into it ; being ready 
to do good unto all, to the utmost of my power, and 
paying all such payments as I can, without sinning 
against the light of Christ in ray conscience, and the 
express commands of God, laid down in holy Scriptures. 

I enteat thee also to forbear threatening, and cla- 
mour, and evil-speaking, and to live in love with thy 
neighbour, and to do to him as thou wouldst be done 
unto thyself. I shall put thee in mind of a few things 
more, that I told thee of; namely. That we did not 
ask the parish to pay towards tne repairing of our 
meeting-house ; and that we were a great ease to the 
parish in providing for our own poor, not being willing 
they should be burdensome to others, though we paid 
with others to the maintaining of the parish poor. 

I told thee also, that our meeting was a great mercy 
to the parish, where blindness and ignorance, sin and 
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iniquity abound, if they would mind the day of their 
visitation. For here the Gospel of Christ was preached 
in its truth and purity, and they might come to hear 
it if they would. The work of our ministry being to 
open blind eyes^ and to turn men from darkness to 
light y and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they might receive forgiveness of sins, and an in^ 
heritance among them that are sanctified by faith 
that is in Christ Jesus. I told thee, that we '^coveted 
no man's silver, or gold, or apparel ;" but, as we had 
freely receivedy so we preached freely* For the 
Lord, who has been good to us, has begot a concern 
in our souls, to do what good we can to our neigh- 
hours; and that without money, and without price, or 
hire. And seeing the greatest good we can do them, 
is to persuade them to repent of their sins, and be 
reconciled to God, and walk in obeience to all his 
commandments; therefore the Lord has opened our 
mouths, to declare of his love to the children of men, 
and to beseech them to accept of mercy, upon the 
terms freely offered them; that is, repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ , who 
is the only Saviour ; ^and in order to their salvation, 
hath not only given himself a sacrifice of propitiation 
for their sins ; but hath also given unto every man 
the manifestation of his Spirit to profit tvitfial. 
Let him that readeth understand. 



EXTRACTS 

FROM THE WORKS OF RICHARD CLARIDGE, 

AGAINST THE PAYMENT OF TITHES. 



"Motive 1. — The Levitical priesthood which re- 
ceived tithes, being changed, and a change also of 
that law which required the payment of them neces- 
sarily ensuing thereupon, tithes themselves, considered 
as the minister's maintenance, consequently ceased 
with that change : and there being no law of Christ, 
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(who is a priest, not after the order of Aaron, but 
after the order of Melchesidec,) nor of the holy Apos- 
tles, who had the Spirit of Christ, that commanded 
the payment of tithes, the disciples of Christ are freed 
from all obligation thereunto. 

" Motive ^. — The present ministers that lay claim 
to tithes, as they have no precept or commandment of 
Christ or his Apostles for tithes, so neither have they 
any precedent or example of theirs for them : and, 
therefore, tithes are now a mere human institution, 
and those ministers that claim them, have no right by 
virtue of Gospel precept or precedent to them. 

" Motive 3. — All those things which were of a na-- 
ture purely ceremonial and typical under the Levitical 
law, are wholly abrogated and at an end under the 
Gospel dispensation* 

"That tithes were merely ceremonial, appears man- 
ifestly from their being an heave-offering. * But the 
tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as 
an heave-offering unto the Lord, I have given to the 
Levites to inherit,' (Num. xviii. 24.) Now, if any 
thing under the Levitical law were purely ceremonial, 
heave-offerings undoubtedly were ; and tithes being of 
the nature of heave offerings, they were purely cere- 
monial also. 

" If it should be asked, what tithes were typical 
of? — for all the heave-offerings of the Levitical law 
typified something or other under the Gospel dispen- 
sation, I answer, tithes being an heave- offering unto 
the Lord, were typical, as all the other heave-offerings 
wexe, of Christ, who is the great heave-offering, — 
They were the shadows, he the substance ; they the 
types or figures, he the anti-type or thing figured. In 
three things they specially typified or prefigured Christ. 

"1. In his crucifixion; for as the types were heaved 
or lifted up to the Lord, so Christ was heaved or lifted 
up in the oblation of himself to God upon the cross. 

"2. In his resurrection; wherein he was raised up 
from the dead. 

"H. In his ascension ; wherein he was exalted to 
the right hand of his Father in heavenly glory. 
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" These are some of those motives which induce 
our Friends to suffer in the case of tithes ; and do 
thou judge of their suflSciency. 

" Thou supposest, that the law having disposed of 
tithes to those pretended spiritual uses^ obliges us to 
the payment of them. But I deny the supposition ; 
for we are under obligation to such laws of men, as 
are agreeable to the Holy Scriptures^ and not to those 
which are directly repugnant thereunto. For, as the 
author of that old book, entitled, The Dialogue^ in 
English^ between a Doct'ar of Divinity, and a Stu^ 
dent in the Laws of England, saith, ^ That all the 
laws of man, which be not contrary to the laws of 
God, must be observed in the law of the soul.* Bnt, 
* If any law made by man, bind any person to any 
thing, that is against the said laws, it is no law, but 
a corruption, and a manifest error.' Again, * Where 
the law of man is in itself directly against the law of 
reason, or else the law of God, and then, properly, it 
cannot be called a law, but a corruption.' 

" Lastly, * Every man's law must be consonant to 
the law of God. And, therefore, tfie laws of princes, 
the commandments of prelates, the statutes of com- 
monalities, nor yet the ordinance of the church, is not 
righteous nor obligatory, but as it be consonant to the 
law of God.'* 

" So that the law of God being always just and 
righteous, is the root and foundation, rule and stand- 
ard of all good laws made by man; and supersedes all 
obligations to human laws, that are not agreeable to 
the divine. 

" Bishop Taylor saith, * When divine and human 
laws are opposed, these must always yield to those ; 
and without dispute God is to be obeyed rather than 
man ; and although we must obey man for God, we 
must never obey man against God, and therefore it 
was excellently counselled by Ben-Sirach, Let not the 
reverence of any man cause thee to sin.' Ductor Du- 
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bit. (Book 8. Chap. 1. Rule 1. n. 42. p. 443. Edit. 
4. 1696.) In another place of the same book he saith^ 
'A law that is founded upon a false presumption, does 
not oblige the conscience.' 

" So, the aforesaid author of the Dialogue saith, 
'Where the law is grounded upon a presumption, if 
the presumption be untrue, then the law is not to be 
holden in conscience.' Now, the law of man, which 
hath disposed of tithes to the clergy, so called, is not 
only directly repugnant to the law of God, but also 
grounded upon an untrue presumption, and, therefore, 
does not oblige the conscience. 

" The ministers of Christ having freely received, 
freely gave, and for his name's sake went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles, (3 John ver. 7.) The Apostle 
Paul, in his speech to the elders of Ephesus, pro- 
pounds himself as a pattern, in this case, worthy of 
imitation : * I have coveted,' saith he, ' no man's silver, 
or gold, or apparel ; yea, you yourselves know, that 
these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and 
to them that were with me : I have showed you all 
things, how that so labouring, ye ought to support 
the weak; and to remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said. It is better to give, than to re- 
ceive,' (Acts XX. 33, 84, 35.) 

" The Apostle Paul, though a minister of Christ, 
and had the care of all the churches upon him, did not 
forbear working with his hands in an honest calling, as 
the clergy of our day do ; but he earned his living with 
his fingers ; and as he was laborious at his trade him- 
self, so he exhorted and commanded others to imitate 
him. He, and Sylvanus, and Timotheus, did not eat 
any man's bread for nought, but wrought with labour 
and travail night and day, that they might not be 
chargeable to any ; and to make themselves an exam-^ 
Pie unto others to follow them, (see 1 Thess. iv., and 
2 Thess. iii. 7, 8, 9.) Having received freely, they 
freely gave, demanding no tithes, or offerings, or money 
for their* ministry, but they preached the Gospel of 
Christ freely; whereas, in contradiction to the practice 
of the Apostles and primitive church, many of the 
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<;lergy now demand tithes, and compel those by severe 
punishments, who conscientionsly refuse to pay thena* 
We read of Spiridion, bishop of Trimithous, a city of 
Cyprus, that kept a flock of sheep for his liyeHhood ; 
and of Zeno, bishop of Majuma, or Constantia, who 
lived until he was past one hundred years old, that 
though he was the most eminent bishop of that coun- 
try, yet he followed the trade of a linen weaver, and 
by that occupation got his meat and drink, and some- 
thing to relieve the poor withal ; and this trade he 
continued to his death. But now the case is altered : 
the apostolical primitive practice is laid aside by the 
clergy ; who love to live at ease, and eat the bread of 
other men's labours. — Socrates Sco. Eccles. Hist. lib. 1 . 
c. 12, in the Greek; also Niceph. Ec. Hist. 1. xii. 47. 

"'Christ alone remains a priest for ever; and that we may not 
derogate from him, we give the name of priest to none of our 
ministers/ saith the Helvetical confession. The preaching we 
plead for, is from the immediate openings of the Spirit of truths 
according to the Holy Scriptures ; and, therefore, we wait upon 
the Lord in silence, with our minds gathered and retired to the 
manifestation of his Spirit in our hearts, from our own wiils> 
wisdom, reasonings, and studies, that we may receive from him, 
before we open our mouths in testimony or declaration unto 
others. This is pure primitive apostolical preaching ; and the 
contrary thereunto we disown, in all, whoever they are, and 
with whatsoever arts and devices they endeavour to set them- 
selves off, and to palliate their usurped, and, consequently, 
unwarrantable and fruitless ministry, 

" The ordinances we contend against are only the traditions 
and inventions of men, in things pertaining to God, his wor- 
ship, and service. For, this is that which we ought to have 
special regard unto in all articles of faith to be believed, and in 
all acts of worship to be performed, namely, that they are of 
God and of him only. And, blessed for ever be his holy name, a 
remnant have had a large experience of his divine power and 
presence in that respect; and can give in their testimonies, that 
immediate revelation was not confined to the apostolic age ; but 
that God, who changes not, is the same that ever he was, 
according to the measure of his divine gift, to all that truly 
believe, and humbly wait, for his spiritual appearance." 
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